
PS 20 Syllabus Session A, Summer 2017

PS20: Introduction to World Politics 
Preliminary Syllabus 

Summer 2018, Session A 

Instructor:    Mack Eason       

Email:    mack.eason@ucla.edu  

Class Time:   TR, 10:45am-12:50pm 

Class Location:  Bunche 2156 

Office:   Bunche 4254 

Office Hours:  Thursdays, 1:00-3:00 in Bunche 4254 

Moodle Website:  https://moodle2.sscnet.ucla.edu/course/view/181A-POLSCI20-1 

Course Description: 

 This course is an introduction to the study of international politics. We will begin the 
course by discussing the nature and structure of the international system, the causes and effects 
of international conflict, and the difficulties faced by countries in establishing international 
cooperation.  We will then apply these foundational concepts and analytical tools to a range of 
international phenomena, including terrorism, international trade, human rights, and 
environmental degradation.  

 This is an introductory-level course and is designed for freshmen and sophomores. There 
are no prerequisites for this course and no prior background in international relations is assumed.  
This course satisfies UCLA’s Society and Culture: Social Analysis GE requirement and is 
designed to prepare students for more advanced classes in international relations.  It will also, 
hopefully, provide useful insights into current events and help you become a more informed 
global citizen. 

Required Text: 

• Frieden, Jeffrey A., David A. Lake and Kenneth A. Schultz. 2015. World Politics: Interests, 
Interactions, Institutions. New York, NY: W.W. Norton & Company, Third Edition.  1

• Note on which version to buy: 

• The pages and chapters referenced in this syllabus correspond to the Third Edition of 
Frieden, Lake and Schultz’ book (abbreviated throughout the rest of this syllabus as FLS).  

 In the syllabus this book is abbreviated “FLS”.1
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• You are welcome, though, to purchase a copy of the Second Edition (published in 2013).  

• PLEASE DO NOT purchase a copy of the First Edition (published in 2010) as this edition 
is significantly different from the one we will be using.  

• Other required readings are indicated in the syllabus and are available on the course website: 
https://moodle2.sscnet.ucla.edu/course/view/171A-POLSCI20-1. 

Learning Objectives: 

The purpose of the course is to provide a theoretical and historical basis for students’ 
understanding and analysis of international politics. To this end, by the end of this course 
students will be able to demonstrate the following analytical skills: 

• Identify the key international actors in a given context or policy area, their interests, and the 
institutions that shape their behavior. 

• Explain and critically evaluate the major paradigms in world politics. 

• Define and use key concepts in the field. 

• Asses the causes and consequences of violence between and within states. 

• Recognize and evaluate competing theories for explaining patterns of global trade and 
financial relations. 

• Understand how international law and transnational advocacy networks influence world 
politics. 

• Use the theoretical tools developed in the course to analyze current events. 

Assignments and Evaluation:   

Your grade in this course will be calculated based on the following four components: 

Midterm Exam: 30% 

• The midterm exam will be administered in class on Thursday, July 12 (Week 3).   

• The questions on this exam will address topics drawn from all previous lectures and assigned 
readings.   

• The format of the exam is yet to be determined but will likely include a mix of multiple 
choice, short answer and short essay questions. 

Final Exam: 40% 

• The final exam will be administered in class on Thursday, August 2 (Week 6).  

• This exam will be cumulative, drawing on lectures and the readings from throughout the 
course with a particular emphasis on material covered after the midterm. 
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• The format of the exam is also yet to be determined.  It will either be the same format as the 
midterm exam (containing a mix of multiple choice, short answer and short essay questions) 
OR it will be a purely essay exam in which students will be expected to write essays on 2 of 
3 provided prompts. 

Attendance, Preparedness and Participation: 30% 

• Attendance in this course is considered mandatory.  Given that we only have 6 weeks 
together rather than the 10 weeks allotted to courses held during the academic year, it is vital 
read the assigned material before each class session, that you arrive to each class session on 
time and stay attentive throughout the entire class period, and that you actively participate in 
all activities and discussions.  

• As proof of your attendance and preparation, at the start of each course session (excluding 
exam days), you will be expected to turn in typed answers to two of the discussion 
questions listed on the syllabus entry for that class session.  Please compose these answers 
BEFORE the start of class and remember to bring a printed copy of your discussion 
questions to class.  These answers will not be graded for content (i.e. you’ll get full credit for 
turning them in even if they are incorrect) and they need not be more than a sentence or two.   

• While in class, you will be expected to regularly participate in lecture by responding to 
questions or making comments.  Simply showing up to class will not be sufficient to gain full 
points. 

General Policies: 

Absences 

• Because I know that things happen and students may need to miss a lecture here or there, I will 
drop your two lowest attendance/preparation/participation scores.  This means that if illness, 
personal emergency, or mere lack of preparedness keeps you from attending a class meeting, so 
long as you have not already used up your two free absences, your score for that day that score 
will simply be dropped and you need not contact me nor provide me with any documentation.   

• Please be sure to use this attendance policy responsibly.  Because the two lowest attendance/
participation scores will be dropped, additional absences for any reason will not be excused.   

• Please also note that this policy does not apply to class sessions dedicated to in-class exams 
(July 12 and August 2).  As a general rule, there will be no make-up exams. Exceptions are 
rarely made and then only in cases of illness or family emergency.  Should such an emergency 
arise on one of the two exam days, you will need to provide the appropriate documentation 
within 24 hours to schedule a makeup midterm or exam. You will not receive credit unless you 
submit this documentation by email within a day. 

Grade Dispute Policy: 
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• If you wish to dispute the grade you received on any portion of this course, you must submit a 
written statement explaining the mistake you think has been made.  If the request arises 
because you think different students have been graded differently, all the affected students 
should submit their work as a group.  This written statement must be submitted within one 
week of the contested assignment being returned to the class.  I will not consider grade 
disputes submitted after this one-week period.  Please be warned that a regrade request does 
not automatically result in a higher grade: your grade may be raised, stay the same, or be 
lowered. 

• Note: I cannot and will not discuss grades with students outside of office hours or 
appointments. University policy and federal law (see the discussion of FERPA provisions in the 
next section) prohibit all instructors from discussing grades or any other element of students’ 
private information via email, because legally, email is not private communication. Any 
discussion of your performance in the course, including your grade, must take place in person. 

Instructor Availability:   

• I am always available during office hours.  Students may also make appointments to meet one-
on-one via email.  If you are struggling with the reading, assignments, or with lecture, come 
see me sooner than later.  If you come later, you will be competing for my time with your 
classmates. 

Email:   

• The best way to contact me is by email.  I will attempt to return your emails as soon as 
possible.  If I have not responded within 24 hours, please resend your email, as I may not have 
received the original.  If you have a question that may take a dissertation to answer, or if you 
are emailing during the week prior to either the midterm or final exam, you should probably 
make an appointment to see me.  NOTE:  If you email me over the weekend, I may take longer 
to respond.   

University Policies and Student Resources: 

• Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If you wish to request an accommodation due 
to a disability, please contact the Center for Accessible Education (formerly called the Office 
for Students with Disabilities) as soon as possible at A255 Murphy Hall, (310) 825-1501 / 
TDD: (310) 206---6083. Website: http://www.cae.ucla.edu/ 

• Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is taken seriously at UCLA. The Dean of Students 
Office is charged with responding when students are accused of committing a violation of 
policy. http://www.deanofstudents.ucla.edu/Portals/16/Documents/Syllabus.pdf  

• Academic Concerns: UCLA Students may contact the College Academic Counseling office for 
help with any academic concerns via http://www.ugeducation.ucla.edu/counseling/contact-
us.html. Non-UCLA students should contact http://www.summer.ucla.edu/ 

Page !  of !4 11

http://www.cae.ucla.edu/
http://www.summer.ucla.edu/


PS 20 Syllabus Session A, Summer 2017

• Writing Assistance: The Student Writing Center offers UCLA Undergraduates one-on-one 
sessions on their writing. The Center is staffed by peer learning facilitators (PLFs), 
undergraduates who are trained to help at any stage in the writing process and with writing 
assignments from across the curriculum. PLFs tailor the appointments to the concerns of each 
writer. To schedule an appointment, visit http://www.wp.ucla.edu.  UCLA’s Student Writing 
Center is located in A61 Humanities. Telephone: 310-206-1320. Email: wcenter@ucla.edu.  
Hours: Monday to Thursday, 10 am to 6 pm; Friday, 10 am to 3 pm. 

• Counseling and Psychological Services: CAPS at UCLA offers a range of services including 
individual and group therapy, referrals, psychological testing, crisis consultation, and 
psychoeducational programs and workshops. CAPS is located at John Wooden Center West 
and can be reached at (310) 825-0768.  Learn more at http://www.counseling.ucla.edu.  If you 
need an immediate response after hours or on weekends please call UCLA CAPS 24-hour 
access line (310) 825-0768 or call the UCPD 24-hour dispatch line at (310) 825-1491 or dial 
911 for your local police. 

• Academic Confidentiality: Under FERPA, you have a right to know how you’re doing in the 
course, but it is a violation of university policy to discuss grades or any private information via 
email, because legally, email is not private communication.  Any discussion of your 
performance in the course, including your grade, must take place in person. 

• Gender Discrimination, Harassment or Sexual and Gender-Based Violence: Title IX prohibits 
gender discrimination, sexual harassment, domestic and dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking. If you have experienced sexual harassment or sexual violence, you can receive 
confidential support and advocacy at the CARE Advocacy Office for Sexual and Gender-Based 
Violence, 1st Floor Wooden Center West, CAREadvocate@careprogram.ucla.edu, (310) 
206-2465.  You can also report sexual violence or sexual harassment directly to the 
University’s Title IX Coordinator, 2241 Murphy Hall, titleix@conet.ucla.edu, (310) 
206-3417. Reports to law enforcement can be made to UCPD at (310) 825-1491.  Please note 
that under University policy, all TAs and instructors are mandated Title IX reporters. If any 
of the teaching team is informed of or witnesses sexual violence or harassment, we are required 
to report this to UCLA’s Title IX coordinator. The coordinator is committed to maintaining 
anonymity of victims and so are we. 

• Report incidents of BIAS:  UCLA is committed to creating a community free from bias and 
intolerance. If you have experienced a hostile climate, please file a report at http://
www.deanofstudents.ucla.edu/Report-an-Incident-of-BIAS. 

• Emergencies.  In an emergency situation, please call UCPD by dialing 911 from an on-campus 
phone or (310) 825-1491.  Anonymous Reporting Line: (310) 794-5824.  Sign up for 
BruinAlert here. 
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Schedule 

Tuesday, June 26 - Introduction, Paradigms and Patterns 

REQUIRED READINGS: 

• Syllabus  

• FLS, Introduction. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

• Why study world politics?  How can we study and explain the patterns we observe in the 
international sphere?  

• What are the major paradigms in the study of world politics?  What are liberal, realist and 
constructivist approaches to international relations?  What assumptions does each approach 
make?  What actors does each focus on?  How does each approach questions of international 
cooperation and the institutions created to foster it?  

• How does our textbook depart from these major paradigms?  What elements of these 
paradigms does the “Interests, Interactions and Institutions” framework retain?  What are the 
two types of interactions that the textbook focuses on?  How is bargaining different from 
cooperation?  What are levels of analysis?  

Thursday, June 28 - Interests, Interactions and Institutions. 

REQUIRED READINGS: 

• FLS, Chapter 2. 

• (Note: I suggest you at least SKIM Chapter 1, as all the theories we will cover were created 
to explain, and thus presuppose a knowledge of, world history as it evolved over the last few 
centuries.  If you’re not sure how good your history knowledge still is, please look at the key 
terms listed at the end of FLS Chapter 1 on page 40.  If any of the terms or events listed there  
are unfamiliar, you should read the chapter.) 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

• Same as questions for previous section. 

Tuesday, July 3 - International Conflict at the Systemic Level 

REQUIRED READINGS: 

• FLS, Chapter 3. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:   

• If war is so costly, why can’t states resolve their disputes through negotiations instead of war?  
What is the “bargaining model of war”?  In bargaining, what is the “bargaining range”?  Why 
should we think that there’s often a negotiated solution that both sides would prefer to reach 
rather than resort to violence? 

• What are the kinds of “information problems” that the textbook discusses?  Can more 
information lead to peace?  What is the difference between imperfect information and 
incomplete information?  How can war result from imperfect information?  How can war result 
from incomplete information?  What are some of the ways that states can send credible signals 
about their resolve or their capabilities?  What are brinksmanship and tying hands and how 
might they make signals more credible? 

• What is a “commitment problem”?  What are the different types that we see in international 
politics? How can they result in conflict? When are commitment problems likely to be 
particularly intractable?  What’s the difference between prevention and preemption? 

• Why are issue indivisible goods important?  How might such problems be solved?  Can you 
think of historical examples? 

Thursday, July 5 - Domestic Politics and War  

REQUIRED READINGS: 

• FLS, Chapter 4. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:   

• What do we mean when we say that international actors engage in a “two-level game”?  What 
sorts of interests do we often ascribe to leaders?  What is gambling for resurrection? How do 
domestic causes of war coincide or contrast with the systemic causes of war?  

• What types of societies are more likely to engage in brinksmanship and other hard negotiation 
tactics? What groups and societies are more likely to hide information or be less credible? 
What regime types are best at communicating national resolve?  What are the explanations that 
have been offered for the Democratic Peace?  Which one do you find most convincing? 

• What sub-state actors have the most influence on foreign policy?  Do battle casualties have the 
same effect on war popularity across wars?  What are audience costs?  What effect do audience 
costs have on state interactions? 

Tuesday, July 10 - Non-State Actors and War (Civil War and Terrorism) 

REQUIRED READINGS: 
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• FLS, Chapter 6. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:   

• Are there any important trends in terrorist attacks? Why is terrorism politically rational for 
extremist groups? In other words, why does violence offer better returns than peaceful means 
of influence? What are the principle terrorist strategies? Can you give examples? What sorts of 
bargaining failures might result in terrorist attacks? What are the costs and benefits of a 
strategy of preemption against terrorist groups? How is Al-Qaeda similar and different to most 
other terrorist groups? What are the principle counter-terrorist strategies and which, in your 
view, stand the best chances of success against different groups? What are drawbacks of the 
use of force against terrorist groups? 

Thursday, July 12 - MIDTERM EXAM 

• EXAM WILL BE HELD IN BUNCHE 2156 DURING NORMAL CLASS PERIOD 

Tuesday, July 17  - How Do International Institutions Help Keep the Peace? 

REQUIRED READINGS: 

• FLS, Chapter 5. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:   

• How can international institutions make war less likely? 

• What is an alliance?  What are different reasons that states form alliances? What are 
“balancing” and “bandwagoning”?  Are most alliance commitments honored in international 
politics?  Why might seemingly weak and secret alliances increase the likelihood of war? 

• How do collective security organization seek to reduce violent conflict in the system? What 
was the most important institutional difference between the league of nations and the UN? Is 
this difference an advantage or a disadvantage?  

• Why don’t democracies fight one another? Why is it so hard for the international community to 
prevent and punish acts of aggression? How can alliances help prevent war? How does 
collective security work?  Why is collective security such a difficult concept to enforce? 

Thursday, July 19 - International Trade 

REQUIRED READINGS: 

• FLS, Chapter 7. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:   

• What is comparative advantage and how is it different from absolute advantage?  Explain how 
comparative advantage works why do countries gain from trade even when they are less 
effecient at producing all goods than their trading partners? 

• How are collective action problems relevant to trade restrictions?  What is a “factor 
endowment”?  What does the Heckscher-Olin theory argue?  What do developing countries 
have a relative abundance of?  What does the Stolper-Samuelson theory assert?  What’s the 
difference between a tariff, quota and an NTB?  What is MFN status?  How does WTO dispute 
resolution work?  In your view, is global trade liberalization harmful to the world’s poor?  Can 
you name several important regional trade agreements? 

• Why does a political system grant trade protection to some groups but not to others?  In the 
United States, which competing trade groups receive protection and which ones do not?  How 
do governments create trade protection for a minority at the expense of the majority, or at least 
a much larger group, of voters?  In U.S. politics today, do debates over trade divide society 
according to factors of production (by class or Stolper-Samuelson)? 

Tuesday, July 24 - International Development 

REQUIRED READINGS: 

• FLS, Chapter 10. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:   

• What factors can we point to in explaining vast disparities of wealth and development among 
states?  Does geography influence development?  Why have some countries (e.g. former 
colonies) grown faster than others?  

• What is dependency theory and what impact did it have on state policies?   

• What is ISI?  Why did countries adopt such policies and why did these policies lose support in 
some cases?  What is “export-oriented industrialization” and why did it become a favored 
approach in some countries?  All of the development models that emerged in the twentieth 
century (social democracy, import-substituting industrialization, fascism, and export-led 
growth) modified capitalism, yet still considered investment a key input for economic growth. 
Arguably, they differed more in what political actors were favored than in macroeconomic 
design. Discuss. 

• What was the “Washington Consensus”?  In what ways might one argue that the international 
system is biased against LDCs?  Is there a “race to the bottom on labor standards”?  If wealthy 
countries share an interest with poor ones in LDC economic growth, why are wealthy countries 
so stingy with foreign aid and why do they prefer to invest in other wealthy countries?  
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Thursday, July 26 - International law and courts. 

REQUIRED READINGS: 

• FLS, Chapter 11. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:   

• How do international norms and international law shape how states understand their interests?  
How do they constrain how states interact?   

• How is international law created?  How is international law enforced?  Why should a lack of 
direct enforcement of international law NOT lead us to conclude that international law must 
will have no effect on state behavior?  At the domestic level, do individuals comply with law 
only because they fear punishment by the state?  What other reasons might influence them to 
comply with the law?  To what extent might states comply with international law for the same 
reasons? 

• What are the three kinds of norms discussed in FLS?  How are norms “created” and 
“institutionalized”?  What is the “norm life cycle”?  How do norms influence state actions?   

• What is a TAN and what are the mechanisms through which they impact the course of events? 
Can you give some examples of TANs that have had important impacts on the way things are 
done in the international system? Is there a “nuclear taboo”? What is the boomerang model? 

Tuesday, July 31 - Human rights and transnational advocacy. 

REQUIRED READINGS: 

• FLS, Chapter 12. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:   

• Is a universal list of human rights possible?  Can people in different countries agree on a 
common set of fundamental protections and guarantees for individuals?  If a common set is not 
feasible, how can international organizations identify and sanction rights violators?  Is 
sovereignty a high moral principle or an excuse for repression and worse? 

• What is the UDHR?  What agreements were formed (and by whom) to make the UDHR more 
concrete and actionable?  What sorts of other agreements on human rights have been signed? 
Has the human rights regime been effective?  How does compliance with human rights treaties 
differ from compliance in other areas of international law? 

• What should be the role of the United Nations in promoting human rights?  How have 
countries used international human rights law to criminally prosecute individuals?  How can 
activism help improve human rights protection around the world?  What limitations do NGOs 
face when working to improve protections for human rights?  
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Thursday, August 2 - FINAL EXAM 

• EXAM WILL BE HELD IN BUNCHE 2156 DURING NORMAL CLASS PERIOD
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