
PS 139 Syllabus Session C, Summer 2017

PS 139:  
“International Interventions:  

Political and Legal Responses to Crises, Crimes, and Atrocities” 
Preliminary Syllabus 

Summer 2017, Session C 

Instructor:    Mack Eason       
Email:    mack.eason@ucla.edu  
Class Time:   TR, 10:45am-12:50pm 
Class Location:  Bunche 2209A 
Office:   Bunche 3293 
Office Hours:  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00-2:00 in Bunche 4262 
Moodle Website:  https://moodle2.sscnet.ucla.edu/course/view/171C-POLSCI139-1 

Course Description: 
 When faced with reports of crises, crimes or atrocities occurring within a given state, 
what can other states – acting individually or as part of the international community – do?  How 
and when can states intervene when a given government has proven to be unable or unwilling to 
protect or provide for their own citizens? In this course, we will examine three ways that states 
can respond to such cases. 
 We will begin by discussing the concept of humanitarian intervention – the use of 
military force to prevent or curtail human rights abuses.  We will then discuss the law and 
politics of the international refugee/asylum regime.  Finally we will discuss the practice of 
prosecuting individuals suspected of committing international crimes or grave human rights 
abuses.  In discussing each of these topics, we will first examine the relevant international legal 
and political frameworks and then discuss controversies related to the effectiveness, strategic 
value, or morality of each form of international intervention. 
 This course has three goals.  The first is for students to receive a basic introduction to the 
political and legal frameworks governing these three responses to crises and atrocities.  The 
second is for students to get a sense of the costs and benefits of each of these policy options, as 
well as the points of controversy around each.  And finally, to give students an opportunity to 
grapple with these issues and controversies individually and as a group. 
 This course is designed to be interdisciplinary.  This course will include discussions of 
international law doctrine, the form and function of international organizations and the strategic 
constraints of international politics.  The assigned readings will invite students to engage these 
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three topics from a number of different perspectives including those of international lawyers, 
scholars of international relations, international policy advocates and political theorists.  
 This course is an upper-division lecture/seminar designed for juniors and seniors.  
Students do not need to have any background in international criminal justice or international 
law, but having taken other courses in international relations, public policy, political theory or 
law would be beneficial.  Aspects of this course can be tailored to students who are working on 
senior theses, or those who are considering graduate study or advocacy work after graduation.   

Learning Objectives: 
By the end of the course, students should be able to demonstrate: 

• knowledge of the legal rules and political constraints governing each of these three responses 
to humanitarian crises, 

• an understanding of how to employ reading strategies like surveying, questioning and restating 
in order to complete and comprehend a large amount of assigned reading, 

• and the ability to take and support an argumentative position – building on arguments 
regarding law, politics and policy – in favor of or against a proposed international action. 

Readings: 
This class has no assigned textbook.  All readings will be posted on the Moodle course website. 
As this is an upper-division seminar designed to prepare students to engage in scholarly research, 
may be considering graduate study or will be writing who will going on to research or advocacy 
work, this class will involve a great deal of reading.  The assigned readings will be up to 60 
pages per class.   
I understand that this is a heavy reading load, and in order to balance out the difficulty of the 
course overall, your final project for this course will be a very short writing assignment.  In order 
to make this tradeoff work, I expect your sustained effort in reading each day and actively 
participating in class activities.   

Assignments and Evaluation:   

Attendance, preparation and participation:   30% of your final grade 
• Because of the short duration of this course, your attendance and participation is even more 

crucial than in courses held during the academic year.   

• You will be expected to have read the assigned material before class. 

• For each lecture session (the days on which we are not engaged in an SAC), you will be 
asked to generate and submit two discussion questions based on the readings assigned for 
that day.  
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• You are expected to submit a copy of these questions to turnitin.com before the start of 
each class AND to bring two (2) printed copies of your discussion questions to class.  One 
copy will be handed in to me as proof of your attendance that day.  You will keep the other at 
your desk as an aide memoire you can use during the discussion portion of the class session. 

• These need not be particularly elaborate.  They should be questions that came to mind as you 
read that day’s materials. 

Participation in Structured Academic Controversies:  50% of your final grade 
• These will take place on Aug 17, Aug 29, and September 12.  You must attend all three of 

these sessions.  Failure to do so will result in a failing grade for the course.   

• Participate in discussions and exercises – The class exercises are for everyone’s benefit and 
will be most beneficial when everybody participates. 

• You will be randomly assigned to the for or against side of a given proposition.  You will be 
given a partner with whom you will advocate for your assigned position. 

• You will be expected to have read the supporting materials and submitted a preliminary list 
of arguments supporting your assigned position to turnitin.com before the start of class.  
You will also be expected to bring a copy of this list to class on the day of the SAC.   

• You and your partner will be given 15 minutes at the beginning of class to discuss the 
supporting arguments each of you came up, collectively decide on the three (3) most 
important/convincing arguments in favor of your position, and prepare a 5 minute 
presentation of your position using those three (3) arguments.   

• After preparing your presentation, the side supporting the proposition will be given 5 minutes 
in which to present their case to the other side.  The students on the opposing side will be 
required to listen carefully and take notes.  In order to be sure that they have understood the 
presentation, they will be given 5 minutes to repeat the arguments back in the order in which 
they were presented, asking clarifying questions as necessary. 

• Then the side opposing the proposition will be given 5 minutes in which to present their case 
to the other side.  The students on the supporting side will be required to listen carefully and 
take notes.  In order to be sure that they have understood the presentation, they will be given 
5 minutes to repeat the arguments back in the order in which they were presented, asking 
clarifying questions as necessary. 

• After both sides have had a chance to present and discuss their positions and those presented 
by their opponents, the adversarial portion of the exercise is over.  You and your partner and 
the two students against whom you had been arguing will then come together and attempt to 
forge a consensus position as a group, drawing on the points made by each side, your own 
experiences and as well and information from background readings.  You will be given 15 
minutes to either come to consensus on this issue or to at least clarify the points on which 
you disagree.   
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• Then, after our usual mid-class break, we will spend the remainder of the class period 
discussing and building on the arguments presented, disagreements clarified and points of 
consensus reached in your small groups. 

Final Project       20% of your final grade 
• For your final project, you will be asked to expand your conclusions from one (1) of our 

SAC activities into a 4-5 page argumentative essay. 

• In writing this final essay, you are expected to use at least two (2) of the supplemental 
readings related to the subject you chose to address.   

• This final essay will be submitted via the turnitin.com link on our course page.   

• This final essay will be due SATURDAY September 16 at 1:00pm. 

General Policies: 

Instructor Availability:   
I am always available during office hours.  Students may also make appointments to meet one-
on-one via email.  If you are struggling with the reading, assignments, or with lecture, come see 
me sooner than later.  If you come later, you will be competing for my time with your classmates. 

Email:   
The best way to contact me is by email.  I will attempt to return your emails as soon as possible.  
If I have not responded within 24 hours, please resend your email, as I may not have received the 
original.  If you have a question that may take a dissertation to answer, or if you are emailing 
during the week prior to either the midterm or final exam, you should probably make an 
appointment to see me.  NOTE:  If you email me over the weekend, I may take longer to 
respond.   

Instructor’s Grade Contestation Policy: 
If you wish to dispute the grade you received on any portion of this course, you must submit a 
statement in writing explaining the mistake you think has been made.  This written statement 
must be submitted to me within two weeks after the grade was released to the class.  I will not 
discuss grades with students outside of office hours or appointments, and most certainly NOT by 
email.  (For the reasons behind this policy, see FERPA provisions below.)  If an assignment is re-
graded, the entire assignment will be re-graded and your grade may be raised, stay the same, or 
be lowered.  If you simply want to understand what you can do to improve future assignments, I 
will be happy to help you in office hours. Once final grades have been submitted, I will only 
consider errors in processing. 
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University Policies Relating to This Course (or Summer Courses Generally) and Resources 
Available to UCLA Students: 

• Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If you wish to request an accommodation due 
to a disability, please contact the Center for Accessible Education (formerly called the Office 
for Students with Disabilities) as soon as possible at A255 Murphy Hall, (310) 825-1501 / 
TDD: (310) 206---6083. Website: http://www.cae.ucla.edu/ 

• Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is taken seriously at UCLA. The Dean of Students 
Office is charged with responding when students are accused of committing a violation of 
policy. http://www.deanofstudents.ucla.edu/Portals/16/Documents/Syllabus.pdf  

• Academic Concerns: UCLA Students may contact the College Academic Counseling office for 
help with any academic concerns via http://www.ugeducation.ucla.edu/counseling/contact-
us.html. Non-UCLA students should contact http://www.summer.ucla.edu/ 

• Writing Assistance: The Student Writing Center offers UCLA Undergraduates one-on-one 
sessions on their writing. The Center is staffed by peer learning facilitators (PLFs), 
undergraduates who are trained to help at any stage in the writing process and with writing 
assignments from across the curriculum. PLFs tailor the appointments to the concerns of each 
writer. To schedule an appointment, visit http://www.wp.ucla.edu.  UCLA’s Student Writing 
Center is located in A61 Humanities. Telephone: 310-206-1320. Email: wcenter@ucla.edu.  
Hours: Monday to Thursday, 10 am to 6 pm; Friday, 10 am to 3 pm. 

• Counseling and Psychological Services: CAPS at UCLA offers a range of services including 
individual and group therapy, referrals, psychological testing, crisis consultation, and 
psychoeducational programs and workshops. CAPS is located at John Wooden Center West 
and can be reached at (310) 825-0768.  Learn more at http://www.counseling.ucla.edu.  If you 
need an immediate response after hours or on weekends please call UCLA CAPS 24-hour 
access line (310) 825-0768 or call the UCPD 24-hour dispatch line at (310) 825-1491 or dial 
911 for your local police. 

• Academic Confidentiality: Under FERPA, you have a right to know how you’re doing in the 
course, but it is a violation of university policy to discuss grades or any private information via 
email, because legally, email is not private communication.  Any discussion of your 
performance in the course, including your grade, must take place in person. 

• Gender Discrimination, Harassment or Sexual and Gender-Based Violence: Title IX prohibits 
gender discrimination, sexual harassment, domestic and dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking. If you have experienced sexual harassment or sexual violence, you can receive 
confidential support and advocacy at the CARE Advocacy Office for Sexual and Gender-Based 
Violence, 1st Floor Wooden Center West, CAREadvocate@careprogram.ucla.edu, (310) 
206-2465.  You can also report sexual violence or sexual harassment directly to the 
University’s Title IX Coordinator, 2241 Murphy Hall, titleix@conet.ucla.edu, (310) 
206-3417. Reports to law enforcement can be made to UCPD at (310) 825-1491.  Please note 
that under University policy, all TAs and instructors are mandated Title IX reporters. If any 
of the teaching team is informed of or witnesses sexual violence or harassment, we are 
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required to report this to UCLA’s Title IX coordinator. The coordinator is committed to 
maintaining anonymity of victims and so are we. 

• Report incidents of BIAS:  UCLA is committed to creating a community free from bias and 
intolerance. If you have experienced a hostile climate, please file a report at http://
www.deanofstudents.ucla.edu/Report-an-Incident-of-BIAS. 

• Emergencies.  In an emergency situation, please call UCPD by dialing 911 from an on-campus 
phone or (310) 825-1491.  Anonymous Reporting Line: (310) 794-5824.  Sign up for 
BruinAlert here. 
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Schedule 

Aug 8 - Course Intro and Overview 
• Assigned Readings (Required): 

• Syllabus 

• "International Law and Norms" Ch. 11 (pp 420-29, 430-39, 442-45) Frieden, Jeffry A., and 
David A. Lake. World Politics: Interests, Interactions, Institutions: Third International 
Student Edition. WW Norton & Company, 2015. (23 pp) 

Aug 10 - Intro to Humanitarian Intervention and R2P 
• Assigned Readings (Required): 

• Hehir, Aidan. “What is 'Humanitarian Intervention’?” Ch. 1 (pp. 11-39) in Humanitarian 
intervention: an introduction. Palgrave Macmillan, 2013. (29 pp) 

• Hehir, Aidan. “Sovereignty as Responsibility,” Ch. 6 (pp. 105-126) in Humanitarian 
intervention: an introduction. Palgrave Macmillan, 2013. (22 pp) 

• Supplementary Readings (Optional): 

• Finnemore, Martha. "Changing Norms of Humanitarian Intervention," Ch. 3 in The purpose 
of intervention: Changing beliefs about the use of force. Cornell University Press, 2004. 

• Sir Nigel Rodley, “Humanitarian Intervention,” Ch. 35 in Weller, Marc, et al., eds. The 
Oxford Handbook of the Use of Force in International Law. Oxford University Press, 2015. 

• Trachtenberg, Marc. "Intervention in historical perspective." Emerging Norms of Justified 
Intervention (1993): 15-36. 

Aug 15 - Controversies and Problems with HI and R2P 
• Assigned Readings (Required): 

• Paris, Roland. "The ‘Responsibility to Protect’ and the structural problems of preventive 
humanitarian intervention." International Peacekeeping 21, no. 5 (2014): 569-603. (25 pp) 

• Hehir, Aidan. “Motives and Means,” Ch. 8 (pp. 149-63) in Humanitarian intervention: an 
introduction. Palgrave Macmillan, 2013. (15 pp) 

• Hehir, Aidan. “Who Decides?” Ch. 7 (pp. 128-48) in Humanitarian intervention: an 
introduction. Palgrave Macmillan, 2013. (20 pp) 

• Supplementary Readings (Optional): 

• Hurd, Ian. "Is humanitarian intervention legal? The rule of law in an incoherent world." 
Ethics & International Affairs 25, no. 3 (2011): 293-313. 

• Goodman, Ryan. "Humanitarian intervention and pretexts for war." American Journal of 
International Law 100, no. 1 (2006): 107-141. 
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• Luttwak, Edward N. "Give war a chance." Foreign Affairs (1999): 36-44. 

• Easterly, William. “From Colonialism to postmodern imperialism,” Ch. 8 in The white man's 
burden - why the West's efforts to aid the rest have done so much ill and so little good. 
Penguin, 2006. 

• Orford, Anne. “Legal Authority and the Responsibility to Protect” in S. Chen (ed.), Law, 
Justice, and Power: Between Reason and Will (2004). 

Aug 17 - 1st Structured Academic Controversy Activity (Humanitarian 
Intervention and R2P) 

Aug 22 - Intro to Refugee and Asylum Law and Politics 
• Assigned Readings (Required): 

• International Justice Resource Center, “Asylum & the Rights of Refugees” (2015) (7pp) 

• V. Seshaiah Shasthri, "The Role of International Organisations in the Protection of 
Refugees," (pp. 245-66) in M. Rafiqul Islam, An Introduction to International Refugee Law. 
(22 pp) 

• Jahid Hossain Bhuiyan, “Refugee Status Determination: Analysis and Application,” (pp. 
37-68) in M. Rafiqul Islam, An Introduction to International Refugee Law. (32 pp) 

• Supplementary Readings (Optional): 

• Rebecca M.M. Wallace and Fraser A.W. Janeczk, "The Concept of Asylum in International 
Law" (pp. 133 - 158) in M. Rafiqul Islam, An Introduction to International Refugee Law. (26 
pp) 

• Rafiqul Islam, "The Origin and Evolution of International Refugee Law," in M. Rafiqul 
Islam, An Introduction to International Refugee Law. 13-36 (23pp) 

• Legomsky, Stephen H. and Cristina M. Rodriguez. “Refugees” in Immigration and Refugee 
Law and Policy, 5th University Casebooks, (2009) (pp. 869-1139). 

• Hathaway, James C. “The evolution of the refugee rights regime,” Ch. 2 in The Rights of 
Refugees Under International Law (2005) 

• Hathaway, James C. “The structure of entitlement under the Refugee Convention,” Ch. 3 in 
The Rights of Refugees Under International Law (2005) 

• GUEST SPEAKER  

Aug 24 - Controversies and Problems in Refugee Law and Politics 
• Assigned Readings (Required): 

• Nergis Canefe, "The fragmented nature of the international refugee regime and its 
consequences: a comparative analysis of the applications of the 1951 convention", in James 
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C. Simeon, Critical Issues in International Refugee Law: Strategies Toward Interpretative 
Harmony. (37 pp) 

• Sur, Priyali. “The Pariahs of the Global Refugee Flood” Foreign Policy (2015) (3 pp) 

• Rafiqul Islam, "Climate Refugees and International Refugee Law" in M. Rafiqul Islam, An 
Introduction to International Refugee Law. (26 pp) 

• Supplementary Readings (Optional): 

• Achiume, Tendayi. "Syria, Cost-Sharing and the Responsibility to Protect Refugees." (2015). 

• Kate Jastram, "Economic harm as a basis for refugee status and the application of human 
rights law to the interpretation of economic persecution," in James C. Simeon, Critical Issues 
in International Refugee Law: Strategies Toward Interpretative Harmony. 

• "Introduction" in Michelle Foster, International Refugee Law and Socio-Economic Rights 
Refuge from Deprivation. (Especially section called "The key conceptual challenge: 
economic migrants versus refugees") 

• Wilson, “The UNSC and Refugee Flows as ‘Threats to the Peace’” in M. Rafiqul Islam An 
Introduction to International Refugee Law, pages 267 - 289 

Aug 29 - 2nd Structured Academic Controversy Activity (Refugee Law and 
Politics) 

Aug 31 - NO CLASS 

Sept 5 - Intro to Transitional Justice and International Criminal Law 
• Assigned Readings (Required): 

• International Center for Transitional Justice. “What is Transitional Justice?” (2017) (5pp) 

• Teitel, Ruti G. "The Law and Politics of Contemporary Transitional Justice," Ch. 7 (115-138) 
in Globalizing Transitional Justice Contemporary Essays. (23 pp) 

• Cryer, Robert. “Introduction: What is International Criminal Law,” Ch. 1 (pp. 3-21) in An 
introduction to international criminal law and procedure. Cambridge University Press, 2010. 
(18 pp) 

• Cryer, Robert. "The Objectives of ICL," Ch. 2 (pp 22-39) in An introduction to international 
criminal law and procedure. Cambridge University Press, 2010 (17 pp) 

• Supplementary Readings (Optional): 

• Ratner, Abrams, and Bischoff, "Individual Accountability for HR abuses - Historical and 
Legal Underpinnings," Ch 1 in Accountability for human rights atrocities in international 
law. Oxford University Press, (2009) 

• Martha Minow, “Trials,” in Between Vengeance and Forgiveness. 
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• Scheffer, David. "Atrocity Crimes Framing the Responsibility to Protect." Case W. Res. J. 
Int'l L 40, no. 1 (2007): 111. 

• Ruti G. Teitel Globalizing Transitional Justice Contemporary Essays pages 115 - 138 
(Review of "review contemporary developments in transitional justice from a genealogical 
perspective.”).pdf 

• Osiel, Mark J. "Why Prosecute? Critics of Punishment for Mass Atrocity.” in War Crimes 
Law, Volume 1. 

• M. Cherif Bassiouni, “2.3 International Crimes: The Ratione Materiae of International 
Criminal Law” in Bassiouni, M. Cherif, ed. International Criminal Law, Volume 2: Sources, 
Subjects and Contents. Brill, 2008. 

Sept 7 - Controversies and Problems in TJ and ICL 
• Assigned Readings (Required): 

• Robert Cryer "Selectivity in ICL" (Ch 4 in Prosecuting International Crimes) pages 221 - 
261. (10 pp) 

• Reiter, Andrew G. “Measuring the Success or Failure of Transitional Justice” Ch 13 in An 
Introduction to Transitional Justice, Simic, Olivera ed. (2017) (27 pp) 

• Leebaw, Bronwyn Anne. "The irreconcilable goals of transitional justice." Human Rights 
Quarterly (2008): 95-118. (25 pp) 

• Mutua, Makau. “Universal Jurisdiction: Questions of Blind Universality,” Africa Legal Aid 
Quarterly 21-22 (July-September 2001). (2 pp) 

• Supplementary Readings (Optional): 

• Krever, Tor. "Unveiling (and Veiling) Politics in International Criminal Trials," in Critical 
Approaches to International Criminal Law - An Introduction 117-137 (16 pp) 

• Rabkin, "No substitute for sovereignty: Why international criminal justice has a bleak future 
– and deserves it" in United Nations University, Atrocities and International Accountability: 
Beyond Transitional Justice (2008) pages 112 - 146 

• Tallgren, Immi. "Who are ‘we’ in international criminal law? On critics and membership." 
Critical Approaches to International Criminal Law - An Introduction 71 (2014). 

• Kiyani - 2016 - “Group-Based Differentiation and Local Repression: The Custom and Curse 
of Selectivity” 

• Orford, Anne. "Commissioning the truth." Colum. J. Gender & L. 15 (2006) 851. 

• Martha Minow, “Trials,” in Between Vengeance and Forgiveness 

Sept 12 - 3rd Structured Academic Controversy Activity (TJ and ICL) 
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Sept 14 - Conclusion and Course Review 
• Assigned Readings (Required): 

• To Be Announced 
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